
How are children encouraged to discover new books? 

Each class has been set a 10 book challenge. These are 10 

books aimed at their year group a mixture of non fiction and 

fiction. Some classical well –known texts and some newer 

releases to engage them. These books are all  available in 

classrooms to borrow to read. Children  are also encouraged 

to use the local library service to borrow books they are 

interested in reading. 

 

Are there any recommended websites for KS2? 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 

Extracts from books and reviews of thousands of titles so 

you can try before you buy. 

www.readtheory.org All children in KS2 have read theory 

accounts. This is a great site for practising comprehension 

questions and improve reading for meaning. However, the 

site is America based so some of the spellings can be 

unfamiliar, but this does not detract from the purpose. After 

a quick pre-test it sets the questions at a suitable level for 

your child and then moves them on as necessary once they 

improve based on the lexile level of the texts they are 

reading successfully.  
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How is my child learning to read in school?  

We use a whole class approach to the teaching of reading 

from Y3 onwards. All children work through a class text 

every term  with their class teacher. These texts are 

carefully chosen to engage children and to be pitched at an 

appropriate level for the year group.  

Individual reading  

Any child who is not reading at the level expected for their 

age group will have extra reading sessions at least once a 

week with a teacher or teaching assistant. Any child who is 

not reading at the level expected for their age will have an 

individual reading book which is checked once a week and 

changed if they have finished it.  

Why are books colour banded? 

RWI books are colour coded so that as children progress 

through the programme they move colour groups. The texts 

they access are matched to a particular colour. The Lexile 

levelled books in school correspond to a number  (Lexile 

Level) this has been calculated based on vocabulary of a text 

and comprehension skills needed to understand the content.  

How often should my child read at home?  

In Key Stage 2 child are expected to read daily as part of 

their home work.  

Can my child record in the reading diary?  

Yes, your child knows that they can also record in their diary.  

My child is already reading well, do I have to hear 

them read every page?  

As your child progresses through Key Stage 2 and the 

different levels, the length and complexity of books grows, 

they don’t need to be heard read in the way they did in Key 

Stage 1. It is important to check that they are reading 

accurately, as well as completing their book rather than just 

skimming through book after book. You can listen to a page 

or a paragraph and then talk about the characters, what 

they think will happen next, why a character is behaving in 

a certain way or the meaning of certain words.  

My child reads more than their school reading book, 

can I record this in their diary?  

Yes, please record any other books your child is reading at 

home. It is important that your child reads widely as 

possible.  They need to record evidence of reading for the 

reading racetrack. 

What sort of things can I write in the reading record? 

Please don’t feel that you have to write lots; the date and 

the page number your child read up to is sufficient, although 

you can write a comment if you wish!  

How does school use the reading diary?  

School uses the diary to see what reading your child has 

done at home in the previous week. We also use it to 

celebrate a child’s commitment to their reading. 

 


